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Ab out  Us
W ho W e Are

ROTA-RC seeks to develop and disseminate 
training and technical assistance to address 
opioid and stimulant use affecting rural 
communities in the eight states in Region 4.

ROTA-RC will expand awareness of opioid 
and stimulate use, harm reduction, and 
options for treatment to improve the 
resiliency of the targeted 168 rural 
communities.

8,563
(Lib r a r ia n s , Clin ic ia n s , BSW/ M SW s t u d e n t s , De n t is t s , H e a lt h ca r e  P r ofe s s ion a ls , 
Com m u n it y  P a r t n e r s  & P r ovid e r s , H igh  Sch ool Te a ch e r s  & St u d e n t s ) 

In d ivid u a ls  t o  be  s e r ve d

Un ive r s i t y  con s or t iu m  
m e m be r s22

Ru r a l c ou n t ie s16
8

St a t e s8









NCDAS
National Center for

Drug Abuse Statistics



Add a little bit of body text

64,000
2020-
2021

110,236
2021-
2022

Ad d  a  su b h e a d iTh e  syn th e t ic  
op io id  fe n ta n yl, a  d ru g  a p p rove d  

for p a in  t re a tm e n t , k ille d  m ore  
th a n  6 4 ,0 0 0  Am e ric a n s  from  

Ap ril 2 0 2 0  to  Ap ril 2 0 2 1 , 
a c c ord in g  to  th e  Ce n te rs  fo r 

Dise a se  Con tro l a n d  
Pre ve n t ion .n g

Th e  a va la n c h e  of ove rd ose  d e a th s  — d rive n  
la rg e ly b y th e  sp re a d  of illic it  fe n ta n yl  fou n d  
a  s ta g g e rin g  1 1 0 ,2 3 6  p e op le  d ie d  in  a  s in g le  
1 2 -m on th  p e riod , a  s tu n n in g  n e w  re c ord  fo r 

2 0 2 2 .

Th e  syn th e t ic  op io id  fe n ta n yl, a  d ru g  
a p p rove d  for p a in  t re a tm e n t , k ille d  m ore  

th a n  6 4 ,0 0 0  Am e ric a n s  from  Ap ril 2 0 2 0  to  
Ap ril 2 0 2 1 , a c c ord in g  to  th e  Ce n te rs  fo r 

Dise a se  Con tro l a n d  Pre ve n t ion .g



Steps were immediately taken to coordinate with consortium members, content experts, 
and community partners to begin working towards strategic action.

1 2 7  in d ivid u a ls  to  
sh a re  kn owle d g e .

2 4  c on sort iu m  
m e m b e rs  

re p re se n t in g  1 9  of 
ou r 2 2  u n ive rs ity 

p a rtn e rs .



Consort ium 
Members



Flo rid a
18No rt h  Ca ro lin a

14

Ke n t ucky
8

Alab am a
6

Te n n e sse e
5

So u t h  Ca ro lin a
4

Miss iss ip p i
2

Ge o rgia  
1

Year 1  Regional SOR/TOR and Community Contacts  

We  h a ve  e s ta b lish e d  5 8  
d ire c t  c on ta c ts  th rou g h  

6 0  Sta te  Op io id  Re sp on se  
(SOR)/Trib a l Op io id  

Re sp on se  (TOR) 
m e e t in g s  in  ye a r 1 , 

re a c h in g  ove r 4 5 4  d ire c t  
a n d  in d ire c t  p rovid e rs  

workin g  to  in c re a se  
se rvic e s  a n d  re d u c e  

op io id  m isu se  a n d  d e a th s  
w ith  Re g ion  4 .  



"Programs implementing harm reduction services and other activit ies  in support  of the health and w ellness of 
people w ho use drugs, should have easy access to resources and help.” (Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention, 2022)

OUTREACH
INCREASE 
SERVICES



All our courses can be found on the ROTA-RC website for free
 and include a diverse range of topics while offering 

Continuing Educational Units
 from Florida State University



Th e  SUD Ma n u a l



Step 
1

Step 
2

Step 
3

Step 
4

Se le c t  th e  
m od u le  

a n d  
d own loa d  

to  you r 
Ca n va s  s ite



TREATMENT
Increase access to and coverage for t reatment , including 

telehealth
Medicat ions for opioid use disorder

Expand & diversify t reatment  workforce
Improve health care workforce addict ion t raining

Reduce st igma for seeking and providing care
Increase access to culturally competent  care

Treatment  alternat ives to incarcerat ion

RECOVERY
Increase employment  opportunit ies for people in recovery

Expand access to recovery housing
Peer counseling

Intensive support  to sustain recovery

PREVENTION
Educat ional campaigns & early screening
Intervent ions tailored to the community
Prescript ion drug monitoring programs

Evidence-based opioid prescribing guidelines
Regulate promotion and market ing of opioids

Improve behavioral health care access and 
coverage

Provide safe disposal locat ions

HARM REDUCTION
Availability of fentanyl test  st rips

Naloxone access and t raining
Syringe services programs
Supervised inject ion sites

St rategies to Reduce Drug Overdose Deaths:
Promote Evidence-based Solut ions from Prevent ion to Recovery



STEP 2 : DISPO SE 
BO TTLES

STEP 1: DISPO SE 
SUBSTANCESMix Opioids (do not crush) with used coffee grounds 

or kitty litter. Pla ce  them in a  pla stic ba g a nd toss in 
your household ga rba ge. 

Scra tch out persona l informa tion on prescription 
labels and dispose  of the  origina l medicine  
conta iners.

The best option is to take  your leftover opioids to a  
take-back site  for proper disposa l. Sea rch 
"medica tion disposa l nea r me" in Google Maps to 
find take-back sites in your community!

Additiona lly, you can use  a  Deterra  pouch, a  
simple , environmenta lly sa fe  way to get rid of 
unneeded drugs. Just add wa ter, sea l, shake, & 
dispose .
(see  ba ck for more  informa tion)

For more  informa tion & resources to comba t Opioid use in your 
community, visit http s :/ / se rota rcne twork.org /
For more  informa tion on sa fe  disposa l options, visit 
http s :/ / michiga n-open.org / sa fe -op ioid -d isposa l/

S p a n i s h  R e s o u r c e s  
ROTA-RC

Op io id  Im p a c t s  On  He a lt h  & W e llb e in g

Respiratory  
Depression

Sedation & 
Cognitive 
Dysfunction

Dry  Mouth  & 
Tooth  Decay

Nausea & 
Constipation

Dependence  & 
Tolerance

Increased 
Sensitivity To Pain

Overdose & Death

Hepatitis & Low 
Immune Response

Lowered 
Motivation

Sadness & 
Depression

Anxiety  & 
Agitation

Difficulty 
Concentrating

Isolation  & 
Loneliness

Insomnia & 
Sleep 

Issues

Mood 
Swings

Loss Of Interest 
In Activities

Suicidal  
Ideation  

Vein 
Collapse

Ph ys ica l 
Im p ac ts

Me n ta l He a lth  Im p ac ts

Ac c ord in g  to  c om b in e d  in s ig h ts  from  Fa c e b ook a n d  
In s ta g ra m , th e  Sou th e a s t  Rota -RC h a s  re a c h e d  1 ,5 6 3  

p e op le /a cc ou n ts  s in c e  J a n u a ry 2 0 2 3

https://serotarcnetwork.org/
https://serotarcnetwork.org/


Our t eamw ork has  p roduced ...
Involvement & Activit ies

Disseminat ionOp ioid  P revent ion  
P rog ram for Teens
• 1–3-hour interactive class for teens.
• Focuses on well-being and opioid 

misuse
• Practical skills for coping, goal 

setting, and reframing negative 
thoughts. 

• Rebound & Recovery for Tweens 
and Young Adults

Cont ent  Availab le
• 15 modules for MSW and BSW on 

Substance Use Disorder (SUD)
• How to recognize and respond to an 

overdose and other handouts incl: 
pocket sized and Spanish versions

• Trauma-Informed Harm Reduction 
Certification

• How to reduce the stigma of 
addiction

• Opioid Prevention and Well-Being

• Canvas
• YouTube channel
• Learning Management System
• Conferences
• Zoom
• By request through course catalog

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLnL8fuAgi_ZBUxe32pxhYA 

Check out  our YouTub e 
Channel!



Pub lic Lib rary 
Out reach and  
Educat ion

W hy Lib raries?

Libraries are respected 
institutions that are 

available in every 
community. They are run 
by community members 

and serve as a hub for 
getting information to the 

community.

The Op ioid  Toolkit  for 
Lib rarians

What is it?
• This training covers the Opioid 

Toolkit Developed by the OCLC in 
response to the opioid crisis. It 
has five parts to aid librarians in 
understanding the opioid crisis in 
their communities:

• Using publicly available datasets
• Connecting with community 

partners
• Increasing staff knowledge
• Creating community outreach
• Combatting professional burnout



Pub lic Lib rary Out reach and  Educat ion

W hat  w orked  bet t er!

Working from the top 
down and connecting with 

state libraries yielded 
much better results & will 

remain our approach in 
upcoming Year 2

How  w e s t art ed  out reach:

• Worked with Information Science 
Professors in our Consortium to get 
the word out to public libraries in 
their area 

• Developed a spreadsheet of 185 
library contacts in the 165 counties 
ROTA serves
⚬ Reached out via email and 

phone
• Hosted 2 information sessions

Year 2 St a t e 
Lib rary Tra ining s  
Scheduled  so far

South Carolina
Kentucky



NC
23

GA
19

FL
14

KY
10

SC
7

TN
7

OTHER*
5

UNKNOW N**
4

AL
2

Op ioid  Toolkit  Reach in  Year 1

CHART 1 :
 #  OF LIBRARIANS 
REACHED & 
LOCATION IN 
REGION

*OTHER: Indicates librarians from outside of the region who participated. 
These states included West Virginia (2), Ohio (2), Maryland (1)

**UNKNOWN: Indicates librarian did not share location in GPRA Report

9 1 TRAININGS HOSTED: 7
INFORMATION SESSIONS HOSTED: 2



Out reach and  Educat ion
Involvement & Activit ies

Let t er of 
Commit ment

Resources  for Hig h-Risk 
Popula t ions  and  

Communit y Members

• Opioid Prevention for adult 
over 65

• Maternal and Neonatal
• LGBTQIA+
• Non-Hispanic Blacks 
• Native Americans

Part nering  w it h  Rura l 
P roviders , Peer Support  

Specia lis t , and  
Counselors

• 168 rural counties
• 8 states
• Free Narcan and 

Fentanyl Resource 
Maps

• We will personalize based on 
each partners’ level of 
interest and commitment



Southeast  Region 4
State by State Resource Guides to locate Treatment  Facilit ies and Narcan (Naloxone) & Fentanyl Test  St rips

ALABAMA | FLORIDA | GEORGIA | KENTUCKY | MISSISSIPPI | NORTH CAROLINA | SOUTH CAROLINA | TENNESSEE

 
Treatment Facilities Map Narcan &Fentanyl Test Strip Map



DETERRA
10 4 8

"THE OP IOID FIX"
10 2

NARCAN
8 5

"IF YOU GIVE AN OX AN OXY"
20

Harm Reduct ion Event s  & Supp lies  Dis t ribut ed

CHART 2 : YEAR 1  HARM REDUCTION SUPPLIES AND 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED 

In Year 1 we hosted 3 Eve n t s  
where we distributed Harm 

Reduction Supplies and 
Educational Materials. Chart 

#2 indicates the total # of 
supplies and materials 

distributed1,255

•  ROTA-RC Annual Symposium 
• “Pitch Your Pills” Tabling 

Events  across Leon County
• Decatur County (GA) 

Community Resources and 
Information Fair

SUD CURRICULUM MANUALS
3 0



P a rt ic ip a n t s
2,8 50

CEU's  
2,0 55

Year 1  Cont inuing  Educat ion Unit s  Aw arded  & 
Overa ll Part icipa t ion

CHART 4 :
 YEAR 1  CEUs  AWARDED VS. 

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS 

W e b in a rs
16

Tra in in g  
Eve n t

12

P re s e n t a t io n s
5

Co u rs e s
2

P ro f 
Ce rt ific a t io n s

2

In fo rm a t io n  
Se s s io n

2

CHART 3 : 
OUTLINE OF FREE CEU/PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES 

39



Cu b an  
23.3%

Pu e rt o  
Rican
23.3%

Me xican
13.3%

Hisp an ic : 
Miss in g
13.3%

Hisp an ic : 
Ot h e r
13.3%

So u t h  
Am e rican

6 .7%

Ce n t ra l 
Am e rican

3.3%

Hisp an ic : Un sp e c ifie d
3.3%

Do m in ican
0 %

Wh it e
57.3%

Black o r African  
Am e rican

26 .8%

Am e rican  
In d ian
7.4%

Race  Miss ing
5.3%

Pre fe r n o t  t o  
An swe r

3.2%

De m og ra p h ic s  o f in d ivid u a ls  wh o  a t te n d e d  e ve n ts  (if a va ila b le )
The demographics are compiled from the responses on the event GPRA survey.

CHART  5: 
RACE

CHART  6: 
ETHNIC GROUPS



Communities  Served by ROTA-RC
Map from project start date through 6-month reporting period (September 2022-March 2023) 

Ph oto  A: Ove ra ll Re a c h  

Ph oto  B: Re g ion -Sp e c ific  Re a c h



“Truly the inspiring 
efforts going on this 

field. Attending 
reinvigorated me” “ I loved learning more 

about harm reduction 
and better language to 

use around people 
who use drugs“

“Learning about the wealth of resources available and 
work being poured into opioid and substance abuse 

prevention, intervention, and recovery”

“Very good in 
depth information”

“There were a 
wealth of 

resources I can 
link back to”

“Gained a better idea 
of how large this crisis 
is and how easy it is to 

be treated”

Pos it ive  Ou tc om e s  a n d  Fe e d b a c k 



https://serotarcnetwork.org/

W EBS ITE

https://serotarcnetwork.org


Get  Connect ed  W it h  Us
Contact  Information

850-866-6671

info@serotarcnetwork.org

@SE_ROTA_RC

T H A N K  YO U .

https://serotarcnetwork.org/

https://serotarcnetwork.org


Survey

Quest ions?

SAMHSA requires all grantees to collect and report the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) for 
performance management. We ask that you please complete the survey to assist in making needed improvements 

and measure how we are performing. The QR code below and link will allow access to the survey.

Thank you in advance for taking the t ime to complete this survey. 

bit.ly/3t15K3A


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

